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Hello and welcome to Colchester Institute Performing Arts and Music and the ONLY full-time Production Arts and
Technical Theatre course in North Essex.

Over the next 1-2 years you will take a study programme that will help you progress in your academic and professional
development, leading you on to further training or into employment. You will learn, develop and apply skills, knowledge and
ideas, supported by a dedicated, expert team of staff. You will encounter new ideas, ways of working and people who share
your passion for the creative arts — and you may well make some friends that will last you a life-time.

You can expect interesting and stimulating sessions that will directly connect with the creative industry and we expect you be
committed, confident and demonstrate the passion and commitment that will help you move forward in your subject.

Whilst we are sad not to be able to run our normal open events in college and hope to meet you soon. Enjoy the presentation
and if you have any issues questions or ideas, please do not hesitate to talk to us.

Ben Treacher
Area Head of Performing Arts and Music
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Ben Treacher \
Area Head - Music and Performing Arts

Ben Treacher has been leading the Area Head

Music and Performing Arts Leadership

Martyn Hall \
Assistant Area Head - Music and Performing Arts

Course Leader - BTEC Level 3 Production Arts

With a background in Technical Theatre,
Acting and Music, Martyn has been teaching

of Music and Performing Arts for some time.

He has extensive experience over many years
in actor training and educational leadership.

Performing Arts for 20 years. “Watching learn-
ers on the journey from school to a career is
hard work but very rewarding”

The Music and Performing Arts department is led by the Area
Head and the Assistant Area Head.

You will have a Course Leader who will manage your main
programme, deciding how your course is structured, what you
need to learn and monitoring your progress on that
gualification.

Your Pastoral Tutor looks after your wellbeing and monitors
and supports your overall progress.

Subject Tutors will be plan and deliver your sessions, set you
work and assignments, and mark and feedback on your work.

You may also work with the department technicians, from time
to time, who look after equipment and rooms used in the
teaching and learning.
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You are about to undertake a study
programme at Colchester Institute. This will
include the following aspects of study:

* Your main programme: BTEC Level 3 90
Credit/Extended Diploma in Production Arts

« GCSE Maths and English (if you have not already
achieved a grade 4/C or above in these subjects)

« Tutorial Programme, including Level 1 qualifications in
British Values and Keeping Safe and Healthy

* Independent Study

« Work Experience

« Enrichment Opportunities
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BTEC Level 3 Foundation/Extended Diploma in Production Arts Practice
Foundation Diploma - Year 1 (Equivalent to Three AS levels)

A: Production Arts Skills Development —worth 83% of Year 1
Grade/42% of Year 2 Grade

This makes up the main part of your qualification. You will be assessed on skills development,
how you apply those skills in responding to a brief and how you carry out production roles. You
will submit a portfolio of evidence to evidence your work.

Al. Developing Production Skills and Techniques
A2. Responding to production requirements and purpose
A3. Contributing to a production

F: The Production Arts Industry - worth 17% of Year 1 Grade/
8% of Year 2 Grade

This module is all about working in the Production Arts industry that you will have learned through
your work in class and your own research. You will submit written/audio or video report(s) or
presentations to demonstrate your knowledge.
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Production Arts Your main programme:
BTEC Level 3 Foundation/Extended Diploma in Production Arts Practice

Extended Diploma — Year 2 (Equivalent to Three A Levels)
G: Personal Production Arts Profile —worth 25% of year 2 Grade

Continuing on from the first year of study, you will continue to develop your skills building a portfolio of
evidence that will evidence your work for grading, but also be the start of your professional self-promotion.

G17. Using Development Plans to Refine Skills
G18. Producing a Personal Project
G19. Using Material for Self-promotion and Networking

H: The Production Arts Industry —worth 25% of year 2 Grade

You will take on a leadership role in a production project working with others to produce a professional
product.

H20. Understand a Defined Administrative Project Role
H21. Using Creative Collaboration to Develop a Project
H22. Producing a Collaborative Project
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Over the two year programme, you will be studying a broad
range of skills and theory in all aspects of Production Arts
before applying those skills practically to live performance

Costume Making events
Prop Mak|ngHmlth and Swfcty . i n g

Sound Operatlon - Learning skills and theory: You will learn skills across the

Produgtion Roles o Coreeligrine g Set Design Production Arts field along with associated theory to help you to
rOd u Ctl O n O l select and utilise these skills in an appropriate and professional
WhedwH [iecl ical Equations Putting up lights Way
Audio Visual ge M a nagement ) ) ) ) )
Set Construction Costume Design wing - Applying skills: You will develop the skills and understanding you
|_| ght| N g O pe rat| on Make up have learned through a variety of mini-projects.
Lighting Desigh St Pamtmg . . . .
D _ .
rawing Sou nd DeSI Live Performance: You will work to support live public

Front of House performance work, specialising in a specific production role.

Working on shows

- Presenting your materials for self-promotion and applications.
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Production Arts What does the study look like?

The course includes knowledge, practical and evaluative
aspects, all of which are designed to support and improve
practical work.

Delivered sessions are interactive and will make up a lot of
your weekly timetable and will usually involve learning or
developing skills.

Other modes of learning will include:
* Online Learning

e Supported practice sessions

* Independent research

* Independent skills development
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Our main performance spaces and
classrooms for practical technical aspects:

- Industry standard lighting and sound
equipment with control areas in both
spaces.

- Lighting rig in both venues with
tallescope access to generic and
automated lighting.

- Public venue for performances.
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Learners from this course go on to a variety
of different career routes.

The next few slides will talk about different
things that learners have gone on to do and
wrap up with a few case studies.

To the right you can see a small selection of
projects ex-production arts and technical
theatre students have gone on to work on
including, the West End, The Olympics, Film
and TV...
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There are a wide variety of courses ranging
from apprenticeships and private courses to a
broad range of Conservatoire and University
courses available after this course such as:

Theatre Design

Costume

Lighting, Sound and Audio Visual
Stage Management

Hair and Make-up

What students do next: Further Training

There are institutions across the country such as:
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Production Arts What do students do next: Employment

There are many different job roles in the production industry.

There are lots of different jobs in the Creative and Cultural
sector from this path, either after a higher training course or
even directly into employment. Here are some of them:

Set/Costume/Props/Make-Up/Lighting, Audio Visual, and Sound
Design

Stage Management/Riggers/Scenic Artist/Scenic Construction/Fly
and Stage Crew/Automation Technician

Lighting, sound, and AV Operators and Technicians
Wardrobe Management and Construction/Make-up Artists
Production Manager/Front of House/Arts Administration

Work can be in a variety of different settings:

Theatre, Arenas, Touring (national and international),
Corporate Events, Cruise Ships, Festivals
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What do students do next - Selection of previous
learners:

/ DAVE COOPER \ / ALICE CHAPMAN \ / CONOR CRAWFORD \

Senior Special Effects Technician Student BA (hons) Stage Management Sound Technician - Royal Caribbean Cruises
Aardvark FX Royal Birmingham Conservatoire Studied at Bath Spa University

Production Arts

| R |
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“This industry takes a lot of hard work but the

moment it all comes together is the most sat-

isfying thing. Every opportunity is experience
and get as much experience as you can.”

k https://www.aardvarkfx.com / QJW,bcu.ac.uk/conservatoire/courses stage-management-ba-hons-2020-21 st://www.royaIcareersatsea.com/pages/entertainmem/

“Enthusiasm is your greatest ally!”

“Experience is Key.”
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What students do next - Selection of previous
learners:

/ ADAM SUTTON \ / IZZY COOPER \ / TOMMY BOOTY \

Senior Rigging Project Manager Freelance Prop Maker Freelance and Student

Unusual Rigging Ltd. University of South Wales

Production Arts

i e i et i, Wbt “Don't be afraid to follow the route that's your “If you can't take a joke, don't work. Its
climbing from the bottom first. Be patiént, have favourite never thought I'd make a ;3ft3" octo- hard work but the end result is
faith. Listen, learn and succeed.” pus in my shed but | loved it “ rewarding.”

K https://www.unusual.co.uk/ / \ https://isobelcoops.wixsite.com/cooperprops / K https://www.linkedin.com/authwall? /

Better Careers Begin Here



‘i Colchester

Institute

What do students do next - Selection of previous

Production Arts learners:

JACK WALDER JAMIE WEST 2020 Leaver Destinations

Matthew Greed
Lighting and AV designer/technician, event/site electrician. Head of Automation, BA (hons) Lighting Design
Studied at Rose Bruford BA (hons) Lighting Design ATG Productions, Dear Evan Hansen, West End Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts

Charlotte Wright
BA (hons) Theatre Design
Nottingham Trent University

Charlotte Sweeney
BA (hons) Scenic Arts (Construction, Props and Painting)
Rose Bruford

Ben Tarman
BA Set Construction for Stage and Screen
Central School of Speech and Drama

“You'll work hard to get there and work even harder “Therg area million different, pathg to suc- Lauren I\/la_dden

once your there. But trust me you'll never work in a cess in this industry, so don't be disheart- BA Stage and Production Management

more rewarding industry, there'll be moments and ened when trying to follow someone else’s. East 15 Acting School
experiences that stay with you forever.” Forge your own.”

https://www.bruford.ac.uk/courses/lighting-design-ba-hons/
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