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Module Outline                                                                                    Part 1- as validated
	1.
	Title
	Psycho-social perspectives: Forensics issues and criminology

	2.
	Level *
	5

	3.
	Credits
	20

	4.
	Indicative Student Study Hours
	200 hours

Taught class sessions: 36 hours

Independent Study: 164 hours

	5.
	Core (must take and pass), Compulsory (must take)

or Optional 
	Compulsory


	6. Brief Description of Module (purpose, principal aims and objectives)

This module facilitates a comprehensive overview of the field of criminology and forensics issues within society. Learning is contextualised within epistemological and academic expertise located within sociology, psychology, history, law and ethics, Rapid societal change challenges existing definitions of crime, perceived causes of criminal involvement and approaches to prevention and resolution of identified issues within the criminal justice field.

Societal conceptualisations of roles within the criminal justice system (e.g. perpetrators and victims) are explored. Psycho-social and economic causes of crime and drivers for involvement in crime are identified. 
Students explore cultural and philosophical perspectives, legal definitions and ethical values relating to the situating of crime within societal discourse, policy and practice. 
Factors affecting participation in crime (e.g. Education, housing, cultural expectations) are explored and the impact on vulnerable individuals and groups throughout the life course identified and discussed. 
Contemporary advances in society, technology and professional practice (eg cybercrime) are introduced and the potential impact considered within the learning and professional context.

Students gain critically informed foundational knowledge enabling engagement with forensic and criminological contexts and issues within society.



  

	6. Learning Outcomes - On successful completion of this module a student will be able to:

(Add more lines if required)

	1.
	Evaluate the ability to constructively critique psycho-social and economic factors influencing the causes of crime and societal discourse 

	2.
	 Analyse current and proposed philosophies, policy and practice.  

	3.
	 Evaluate the impact of current and proposed philosophy/practice within the criminal justice system on diverse social groups.



	Generic Learning Outcomes

	4
	Ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize appropriate academic sources of research and literature.

	5
	 Develop an awareness of interdisciplinary professional practice, encompassing ethical dimensions of the field.


	7. Assessment

	Pass on aggregate or Pass all components
(modules can only be pass all components if this is a PSRB requirement)
	Pass on aggregate

	Summary of Assessment Plan

	
	Type
	% Weighting
	Annonymous

Yes / No
	Word Count/ Exam Length
	Learning Outcomes Coverage
	Comments

	1.
	Presentation.
	25%
	Yes
	10 mins 
	 LO 3
	Based on an identified research paper 

	2.
	Report
	75%
	Yes
	2000
	LOs

1,2,4,5
	Based on identification of a vulnerable group within society and relevant research

	Further Details of Assessment Proposals

 Give brief explanation of each assessment activity listed

	Presentation
Assessment: Students will demonstrate their evolving awareness and knowledge of forensic issues in society by creating a presentation based on a selected research paper on the causes and consequences of involvement in the criminal justice system relating to a chosen societal group.

Knowledge creation during the presentation will contribute towards the student’s final assessment of a structured report.
Report (2000 words)
Assessment: Situating their chosen research paper within the wider pedagogic literature, students shall demonstrate a scoping overview of existing knowledge. Students shall produce a report with the following focus:
Identify a vulnerable societal group critically analysing psycho-social, cultural and economic factors influencing involvement in crime, evaluating the impact of socio-political policy responses to inclusion in the criminal justice system,
Ensure relevant learning outcomes are addressed in your work and institutional referencing guidelines adhered to.



	8. Summary of Pre and / or Co Requisite Requirements

	N/A


	9. For use on following programmes

	BSc (Hons) Health and Psychosocial Studies 


Module Specification                                                                       Part 2- to be reviewed annually
	1.
	Module Leader
	TBC


	2.
	Indicative Content

	1. Contextual timeline of the evolution and societal impact of the criminal justice system.
2. The forensic and criminal justice system: Framework, agencies, guiding principles. 

3. Cultural and legal definitions of lawbreaking and victimisation.

4. Factors influencing the perception and construction of societal discourse relating to criminal justice and forensics. Social role constructions relating to the forensic context: e.g.  Perpetrator and victim, deviance.
5. Identification of socio-political, cultural and economic drivers for involvement in crime and the criminal justice system.

6. Impact of criminal involvement and the criminal justice system on diverse social groups throughout the life course. 
7. Contemporary challenges related to the social forensic context.
EG street crime and gangs (county lines). 
8. Ethical and legal issues of advocacy, justice, representation and social inclusion. Rights and responsibilities of participants and professionals in the forensics field.eg safeguarding. 
9. Current and proposed philosophies, policy and practice within the field of forensics and criminal justice. 
10. Potential impact of proposed policy and practice on individual and groups affected by and/or within the criminal justice system. 

11. Interdisciplinary consideration of issues which face criminal justice professionals, encompassing ethical dimensions of the field
12. Exploration of research situated within the forensics field of enquiry.

· . 


	3. Delivery Method   (please tick appropriate box)

	Classroom Based*
	Supported Open Learning
	Distance Learning
	E-Learning
	Work Based Learning
	Other (specify)

	· 
	
	
	
	
	

	If the Delivery Method is Classroom Based please complete the following table:

	
	Activity 

(lecture, seminar, tutorial, workshop)
	Activity Duration - Hrs
	Comments
	Learning
Outcomes

	1
	Lectures
	36
	
	LOs 1-5

	4
	Independent Study
	164
	
	

	
	Total Hours
	200
	

	If delivery method is not classroom-based state lecturer hours to support delivery
	Each student receives two 20 minutes academic tutorials per module.


	4. Learning Resources

To include contextualised Reading List.

	Reading List
Highly Recommended:

Carrabine, E., Cox, P., Fussey, P., Hobbs, D., South, N., Thiel, D. & Turton, J. (2014) Criminology: a sociological introduction, 3rd edition. Abingdon: Routledge.

McLaughlin, E. and Muncie, J. (eds) (2013) Criminological Perspectives: essential readings, (3rd edition). London: Sage.

Newburn, T. (ed.) (2009) Key Readings in Criminology. Abingdon: Routledge.

Recommended:
Cote J (2014) Youth Studies: fundamental issues and debates. London: Palgrave.

Hopkins-Burke, R. (2016) Young people, Crime and Justice, (2nd edition). Abingdon: Routledge
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