
 
Getting Ready to Study Professional & Technical Construction at College 

(Construction and the Built Environment) 
The ‘Getting Ready’ list below gives you resources and activities you can use to get ready for when 
your course starts at Colchester Institute in September. We have picked mostly resources and 
activities you can access on-line and we have some suggestions too of other resources in the ‘Going 
Further’ section. 

  Getting Ready to study Construction and the Built Environment at Colchester Institute 
 
Task 1.   Sustainability 

 

 
 
In today’s word, sustainability is a key requirement for everyone to consider. This is especially true 
when designing and constructing new buildings. 
 
What is your understanding of what ‘sustainability’ is in construction? 
 
Do you know any buildings that are sustainable? 
 
Research a building that is thought to be sustainable. Where is it? What do people do in the 
building? What make it sustainable? 
   
Describe the features that make it sustainable and suggest why they work? 
 
Task 2.   Professional careers in construction 
 

 
 

There are many different professional career options in the construction industry ranging from 
Architect to Civil Engineer, Surveyor to Project Manager   
 
You may have even thought of one which you may like to do?  
 
Research a particular job role that you are interested in. 
 
Find out the typical qualifications and career progression route: 
  
What do they do?  
What are their specific roles and responsibilities? 
Who do they interact with?  
How much can they earn?  
Why would I like to become a……? 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.bsria.com/img/DJe9An/DJe9An__W456&imgrefurl=https://www.bsria.com/uk/news/article/sustainable-construction-case-study-university-of-east-anglia/&tbnid=r_pFt0B3p5sMoM&vet=12ahUKEwjrxqSylvzoAhUC_BoKHRj1BPQQMyhBegUIARC3AQ..i&docid=c9HSL8Inoi_A9M&w=456&h=294&q=sustainable%20construction&safe=strict&ved=2ahUKEwjrxqSylvzoAhUC_BoKHRj1BPQQMyhBegUIARC3AQ
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.usa.skanska.com/4a672f/contentassets/18362aecc65d4af189ba85dc218e3f5c/careers-experienced-professionals.jpg?width%3D540%26scale%3Dboth&imgrefurl=https://www.usa.skanska.com/who-we-are/careers/&tbnid=k2kE2PEH9vaRQM&vet=12ahUKEwiY3rCMmfzoAhVE4BoKHXtHDOAQMygdegQIARBH..i&docid=YjDFUi1-IRCqDM&w=540&h=304&q=sustainable%20construction%20professional%20jobs&safe=strict&ved=2ahUKEwiY3rCMmfzoAhVE4BoKHXtHDOAQMygdegQIARBH


 
  Going Further to study Construction and the Built Environment at Colchester Institute 

 
1. CAD (Computer Aided Design) 

You will learn how to use CAD on the course (We use AutoCad) but you can have a go at home by 
loading up ‘sketchup’.  
It’s free to use:  https://www.sketchup.com/   …have a go? 
 

2. Books and Resources 
BTEC Level 3 National Construction and the Built Environment Student Book (Level 3 BTEC 
National Construction) 
 

 
 

You can find information for new students at:  
 
https://www.colchester.ac.uk/further-education/applying-full-time-courses/ 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.sketchup.com/
https://www.colchester.ac.uk/further-education/applying-full-time-courses/
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