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Module Title: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
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Level: 7

Credits: 30

Pre-requisites: None

Module Description:

This module develops and extends the students’ existing knowledge of the theory
and practice of research in educational contexts. Students are encouraged to
develop their own research-related interests, which can be explored in preparation
for your dissertation. Students familiarise themselves with their co-students to
identify areas of shared interest and expertise which can be further developed as
they progress through the module. Using individual and group activities, students
explore different research methodologies, research ethics, examine their methods
and critically analyse their underlying values. Students identify a topic for a small-
scale research project, and consider the research design and research methods that
best meet the project’s requirements. Throughout the module, support and guidance
is provided on preparing the overarching research questions of a study, and in
identifying which research designs and research methods are most suitable to
answer those questions. Students’ existing knowledge about research is identified
and they are encouraged to learn from key texts and share learning with their fellow
students.

Indicative Content:

Within the stated aims of the module learning outcomes, the content and delivery
methods will be modified to meet the needs of each learning cohort. A general outline of
the course is indicated below.

e Understanding of research design and methodology.

e Research methods used in education, including qualitative and quantitative
methods

e Primary and secondary data and the ability to utilise IT applications for data
analysis.

e The importance of ethics and eliminating bias in research.

e Methods of reporting research, incorporating written and multimodal texts
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Learning and Teaching Methods:

The module will be delivered through a combination of lectures and seminars.
Students engage in individual and group activities. Self-managed learning and
study will supplement lectures. An individual research project will form part of this
module.

Specific Learning Resources:
All learners will be required to have access to the Wi-fi within their teaching space
and full use of an interactive board for the taught elements.
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Module Learning Outcomes

Subject Specific Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this module you will be able to:

LO1

LO?2

LO3

Analyse and critically evaluate a range of research methodologies with
reference to theoretical knowledge at the forefront of the discipline.

Design and critically analyse an original research project proposal within their
institutions that demonstrates critical engagement with the processes of
research and knowledge creation.

Demonstrate a thorough understanding of ethical issues relating to permission,
anonymity, observation and documentation in relation to their research task,
and demonstrate this by a critical analysis of the ethical implications of
research and BERA standards.

Assessment Title or element Weighting (%)

By the end of the module, the student will complete a research proposal. The
specific focus of the research project will be decided by the individual’'s areas of
interest in the field of education, and will be agreed in in consultation with the tutor.
(This research may take the form of a pilot study for the student’s dissertation).

The assessment will consist of three parts:

A 500 word outline research proposal, which will be subject to 10%
approval by the course tutor. (Patch 1)

An individual presentation given to the group and tutor to discuss 30%
preferred methodology. (15 mins, Patch 2)

An in-depth research proposal. To demonstrate successful 60%
implementation of research methods to include: a methodology

section; and an ethical consideration. To show analysis, reflection,

and limitations there will be a discussion section. To complete the
research proposal successfully, participants will also provide

evidence of their skills to plan the research process with SWOT

analysis and example time line. (4000 words, Patch 3)

Information correct at point of publication.
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