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Pre-requisites:

None

Module Description:
Some students may have studied the procedures for identifying and safeguarding
children from abuse. This module recognises possible prior knowledge, and that
some students will have had to deal with these issues in their settings, and some
will not. The module aims to deepen their understanding of the issues which frame
the wider debate linking children’s welfare to safeguarding and control in the wider
context. There will be an emphasis on why some procedures and structures fail and
others succeed. This module will raise the level of debate about safeguarding
children and the management of risk and it will explore ways in which children can
be supported to safeguard themselves.
Indicative Content:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Definitions of child abuse
Explanations of why abuse can happen
Relevant legislation including Children Acts 1989 & 2004 & United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)Working together
to Safeguard Children 2013.
Assessment and procedures for safeguarding children
Reporting and recording in cases of suspected child abuse
Confidentiality
Legal procedures and support for children and their families
Risk & resilience in young children’s lives
Children’s rights and the rights of the family in relation to safeguarding.
Working with and supporting young children and their families
Working collaboratively with other professionals
Case conferences and associated meetings
Attitudes, values and self-awareness
Messages from national inquiries and the effect of the media
Supporting children to safeguard themselves
Policies and procedures
Children’s well-being, development and experience
Links to work settings
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Learning and Teaching Methods:
Interactive lectures, individual and group work, using a wide range of material in
the public domain to stimulate discussion and debate. Individual tutorials will
support the assessment process. Students will be expected to organise their
independent time to carry out background reading using online references, the
bibliography, journals and periodicals.
Specific Learning Resources:
None
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Module Learning Outcomes
Subject Specific Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this module you will be able to:
LO1

Discuss a range of factors that can lead to the continued incidence of child
abuse in contemporary society.

LO2

Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between safeguarding
children, current legislation, the family and the state.

LO3

Identify and debate ways to support children to safeguard themselves.

LO4

Analyse policies, procedures and children’s services within the context of the
local authority and how these are reflected in early years settings

Assessment Title or element
Report format (3,000 words)
Assessment Criteria All module assessment requires demonstration that
the learning outcomes for this module have been achieved.
Assessment details
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An analysis of the factors that can lead to child abuse and the legislation,
procedures and provisions for safeguarding children in contemporary society.
In your assignment it is important to cover the following points:
• The definition of safeguarding children.
• The definition of child abuse
• The definitions of the different forms of abuse
• Include policies and procedures; local and national, relating them to practice and
multiagency teams
• Please make sure that signs, symptoms and indicators are also included.
• Using an analytical approach discuss legislation and the national and local
safeguarding procedures; include in this the reasons that have resulted in a
multi-agency, multi professional approach to safeguarding children. Remember
to include the ‘Assessment of Risk’ and the ‘Signs of Safety’. These are VITAL
tools for information gathering and may indicate FACTORS that could lead to
abuse.
Information correct at point of publication.

