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Module Title: Philosophical and Psychological Perspectives on Learning in 

the Early Years 
 

Module Code: BAEY06I/BAEY26I 
  
Level: 5 
Credits: 15 
  
  
Pre-requisites: Successful completion of the Introduction to Early Years 

Care and Education: Integrated Practice Module. 
 

Module Description: 
This module looks at the theoretical perspectives behind the different approaches to 
learning and teaching in the early years settings that they will have observed in their 
first year of  study. Students will be introduced to major theories of learning and 
knowledge, and will explore the interrelation of theory and practice. They will be 
encouraged to think about the relationship between the individual, their learning 
styles, and the model of knowledge construction used in particular settings. This will 
also give students the opportunity to consider concepts of lifelong learning and 
metacognition in considering their own developing learning and skills. Thus this 
module will also support the student’s ongoing personal development by asking 
them to reflect on their own learning. 

 
Indicative Content: 

• Different philosophies and views of learning including: Steiner ,  Pestalozzi , The 
Penn Green Approach.  

• Different psychological perspectives on learning and development including: 
Post-Piagetian studies , Modern behaviourism, Evolutionary psychology, Neo- 
Freudian approaches. 

• Exploration of learning and its purpose 
• The value of learning to self and society 
• Experiential learning 
• Reflective learning 
• Analysis of learning styles and consideration of the usefulness of such analysis 
• Reflection on the links between theory and practice in their practical placements 
• Personal lifelong learning to support development. 

 
Learning and Teaching Methods: 
Interactive lectures will take the form of tutor-led taught elements, and individual 
and group work on related activities. Students will be required to conduct their own 
investigations making use of their reflective journals and a range of texts and 
resources. 
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Module Learning Outcomes 
 
Subject Specific Learning Outcomes  
On successful completion of this module you will be able to: 
 
LO 1 Debate the nature of knowledge and the nature of learning and their 

interdependence 
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LO 2 Evaluate a number of different philosophies and theories of learning in relation 

to children in their early years. 
 
LO 3 Analyse different ways of learning and evaluate their use in constructing 

knowledge 
 
LO 4 Reflect on their own learning styles and how these have contributed to their 

own learning journey so far. 
 
Assessment Title or element 
 
Written assignment: 3,000 words in the form of patchwork text* 
 
The key feature of the patch work text assignment is that it consists of a carefully structured 
series of short pieces of writing, carried out at regular intervals throughout the semester. 
They may include, for example, a critique of an article, a set of notes on a lecture together 
with a commentary, detailed and analytical accounts of personal experiences such as an 
observation of a child in the placement setting, or a poster representation of the relationship 
between key ideas. 
Each piece of writing or patch is shared with other students in small working groups of four or 
five, as the tutor circulates between the groups, noting the discussions. 
When the teaching sessions are completed, students submit an overall assignment 
consisting of their collection of short pieces (edited and perhaps amended) together with a 
final retrospective commentary. In this they review the relationship between the separate 
pieces and describe where they feel they now stand in relation to the ideas of the course. In 
this way they "stitch the patches together". 
* All module assessment requires demonstration that the learning outcomes for this module 
have been achieved. 
 
Information correct at point of publication. 


